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The Birth of Rhetoric in Ancient Greece

During the Homeric period, those who fought battles wanted a greater voice in military decisions. Thus began an evolution from monarchy to oligarchy to tyranny to democracy. 

621 BC, Draco’s Laws of Blood: he codified criminal offenses.

593 BC Solon’s Laws: revised the laws and did away with debts secured with personal freedom. He established a court system with juries; people had to argue their own cases.

Rhetorical skill became very important. Pericles established a democracy in Athens after Persian ward and the art of rhetoric rose in the context of democracy. Citizens were immersed in public discourse, people had to speak persuasively.

Corax and Tisias

476 BC

Corax devised a systematic approach to argument to teach people how to protect their property and rights. Tisias may have been Corax’s student. They are best known for “doctrine of general probability.” One of two propositions is more likely to be true. Tisias may have transmitted Corax’s rhetoric to mainland Greece.

Logos

Original definition: word and thought joined. Knowledge is momentary, tentative, and contextual, being situated in time and space.

Words and thought combined, Creativity, originality, rather than an absolute truth. Socially speaking, the authority of the individual would be greater and relationships with in the community more important.

Aritstotle thought logos was just logic, one of the artistic proofs.

Sophists

Literally means “love of wisdom” or wisdom bearer. There is a gulf between language and reality. The only knowledge available to humans is provisional or probable. Our experiences of the world are limited to what our senses can convey. In the absence of absolute truth, the power of language becomes total. The Sophistic Ideal was reasoned argument which argument is the most accurate, persuasive, and appropriate at that time? They taught students to argue all sides of an argument – dissoi logoi (contradictory arguments).  

Kairos: the truth is relative to the moment and social historical circumstances. They were teachers, logographers and orators. Kairos crucial – truth depends on everything related to that situation or moment
Language creates truth (truth that is contextual dependant on time, place and situation). Logos unified (thought and language)

Logos, nomos, and kairos were all interacting.

Nomos – social agreement & local practice – justice

Nomos/Physis

Susan Jarrett

Nomos: agreed upon convention: societal agreement that something is the law. Articulating codes, understood to be controlled by groups of people opposed to the non-human forces of unwritten divine law.

Political human rationalism. Constructing knowledge and law through flexible human logic.

Kairos

The moment in which rhetorical solution proposes itself. Capitalizing on and thriving on the moment. Do the necessary thing at the necessary time, and persuasive when the moment comes. Making everything a rhetorical problem. It has dunamis – movement: it’s dynamic. Timely: recognizing the timeliness of the moment 

intimately connected to context.

Protagoras

1480 BC

Sophist

“Man is the measure of all things.” We can’t know the immutable truth; we only have our perceptions. The world is constructed by the arguments we make, for every idea, there is a corresponding contrary idea. Being is becoming, becoming is being (I can’t know a tree unless I watch it change, and its changes are meaningless unless they define it as a tree)

Gorgias

483-376 BC

Sophist

Contemporary of Socrates. Came from Sicily to Athens and was a teacher and practitioner of rhetoric. Provisional knowledge is the only knowledge we can obtain. Thought is representation, speech is presentation. Rhetoric is a psychogogic art, the art of winning and guiding soul. He was a stylish who used a high oratorical style that he felt was persuasive because it was like the speech of the poets. Nothing exists even if it does, we can’t comprehend it or communicate it. The effect of speech upon the soul is like drugs or orgiastic.

Rhetoric – whole person (psychogogia)

Enconium to Helen: he has a reverence for language- calling it to the :finest and most invisible body. “it can shape emotions and the world. He recognizes the danger of the power of language and how easily people can be led by words. He removes Helen’s disgrace with the power of language (his argument). Ultimately, however, his primary intention is to prove that language can be so powerful to argue any version of the truth – there is no truth to be found and if there were, language can’t find it. But language is what we have and it’s powerful.

Aspasia

440 BC

known only through other works – Plutarchs Life of Pericles and Plato’s Menexenus. She came from Miletus and appeared in Athens in the mid 440s BC in association with Pericles (his lover? Couldn’t marry him because she wasn’t an Athenian citizen). She was a teacher of rhetoric and may have taught Socrates the Socratic Method (although Plato’s choice to speak through a non-Athenian woman/foreigner/sophist echoes his ridicule in other dialogues). Plutarch credits her with contributing greatly to intellectual like in philosophy, politics, and rhetoric. Plato credits her with writing Pericles’ funeral oration.

Plato

428-384 BC

Socrates’ student, sets up a school in the Academy of Athens that produced philosophers, not civic leaders. He was on a search for transcendental truth. Knowledge first begins in the senses and then rises beyond the body and language to the Ideal. You must begin with dialectic – defining and synthesizing an idea. Only when you have used dialectic to see the truth, can you use rhetoric to communicate it. Only a philosopher king can use rhetoric because he knows the truth. Lower souls need conviction (through rhetoric) because the truth is not immediately evident to them. Thought, in ultimate form, should exist without language (ultimate split of logos), but we must begin with words.

Gorgias
Gorgias and other sophists vs. Socrates t distinguish between true and false, a condemnation of rhetoric. According to sophists, rhetoric is used to make the jury believe. Gorgias believes he can teach rhetoric to anyone – it’s not an art but a skill like cookery. Rhetoric has no subject matter of its own – its about appearances. It leads to persuasion, not Truth. Socrates argues that absolute Truths must be pursued through dialectical struggle (through antithesis, or a pairing of contradictions to force a choice) and inductive reasoning.

Phaedrus

Rhetoric is a natural art, but man must first have knowledge before he uses rhetoric. Rhetoric should be in the hands of the philosopher. The subject is love and philosophy. Love must be the subject of a discussion about rhetoric because love, like good rhetoric, seeks to bring the person closer to transcendental truth. Rhetoric leads a soul to conviction. False rhetoric (that of the Sophists) relies on Kairos, or the situation, to determine probably/provisional truth. Rhetoric brings the student to conviction, then dialectic brings the student to truth.

Sapho

600 BC

Notes from Cheryl Glenn’s Rhetoric Retold

The only woman in antiquity to be placed on the level of the greatest male poets (like Homer). Her love lyrics were addressed to women by a speaker who was a lover of women. It was controversial for Sappho to express the female sexuality of her hetaerae, young girls preparing for adulthood. She celebrated women’s education, alliances, a public use of persuasive language; the desires, rituals, and stages ina woman’s life. Object of her poems was how the woman’s voice could be best heard and understood by an audience.

Diotima

Notes from Cheryl Glenn’s Rhetoric Retold and Andrea Lunsford’s Reclaiming Rhetorica.

Known only to us through Plato’s Symposium – she’s the central character. She spoke about intellectual and physical procreation. Except for Zeus, whose daughter spring from his brow, men are inferior to women in the creation of life. Male love (homosexuality) is the concominant desire for intellectual and physical possession that reproduces one’s soul in another. A lover of the beautiful will begin with love for beautiful individuals, move to the creation of beautiful ideas, and culminate in love for the reproduction and expression of those ideas. Beauty is the ultimate principle of all things. Rhetoric should be devoted to the beauty found in the knowledge of ideas.

Isocrates
Education – his goal was to prepare civic leaders. Public business won’t wait while the philosopher pursues and unattainable truth. He wanted his students to make wise decisions in the face of limited knowledge (phronosis). Pillar of education is a liberal education. Eunoia – a public sense of social roles, his goal for politics.

Truth – not available in absolute form. Relativist: kairos is  everything. The particulars of a given situation must be considered in al good and moral decisions. 

Rhetoric – to move people to action on practical problems. (phronosis, logos, kairos, eunoia, paideia)

Eunoia – shared sense of being educated 

Phronosis – no ideal, ideal in world

Against the Sophists

436 – 338 BC

One of the Attic orators. Began as a logographer, starts his school in Athens in 393 BC. His teachers were Protagoras, Gorgias, Socrates.  He writes “Against the Sophists” as a way to advertise his school. He believes humans have a limited sense of knowing the truth. He believes the critical elements in education are talent, training, and practice.  Virtue cannot be taught, although education can lead to virtuous behavior. Phronosis is the goal of education (practical wisdom – teach them to make good judgments). Logos teaches them the process of writing and speaking well – thinking and speaking are linked. Kairos is to learn the timeliness of the process. Paideia: culture and education. Education is acculturating, what do you want them to learn about culture?

Aristotle

384 – 322 BC

He wrote dialogues against Isocrates at age 24. He was Plato’s student and taught in the academy but could not inherit the school because he was Macedonian. He tutored Alexander the Great and opened his own Peripatetic School in Athens in 335 BC. When Alexander died, Aristotle left Athens and died a year later.

Types of Speeches (rhetorical discourse)

1. legal: forensic, past action

2. judicial: political, future action
3. epideictic: praise or blame, ceremonial, present state

Systemizes rhetoric into parts. It’s a theoretical and philosophical treatise.
He splits logos: it becomes one type of artistic proof (logical appeal) Phronosis (good sense) which was Isocrates’s guiding factor, is just a part of his definition of ethos, along with eunoia (good will) and arête(good morals). Ethos is contained within a speech.

Sophists held that rhetoric was a moral influence for good – it should be reasoned argument appropriate to the time. Aristotle saw rhetoric as an aid to the truth, an aid to dialectic by way of seeing the available means of persuasion.

Parts/Preparation for Speech – Canons of rhetoric

1. Invention: search for persuasive ways to present information and formulate arguments. Us of topoi (common topics or tock formulas into which arguments can be case) and enthymemes or examples.

2. Arrangement: organization of the speech, 4 parts: introduction, statement of issue, argument, conclusion

3. Style: the use of correct, appropriate, and striking language

4. Memory: the use of mnemonics and practice

5. Delivery: presenting the speech with effective gestures and voice

Aristotle 2

Definitions of Rhetoric:

-an antistrophos to dialectic (counterpart)

-art of discovering the means of persuasion available on any subject

- Pisteis: means of persuasion

-Logos: appeal to reason

-Pathos: emotion about the subject matter

-Ethos: trust in the speaker’s character in the context of the speech itself

Absolute truth is available only thorough scientific demonstration, or the pure syllogism. Then dialectic tests whether absolute truth has been achieved and rhetoric conveys it. The speaker must bring true knowledge to the situation. However, like Isocrates, Aristotle values rhetoric as an aid to reaching agreement on questions demanding immediate action in everyday life, when there is no truth available, many sides and possibilities.

	Scientific Demonstration
	Dialectic
	Rhetoric

	True Syllogisms

· start with a universal and true statement

· first premise: based on induction, experience, or intuition

· second premise

· conclusion
	Dialectic Syllogism

· starts with an opinion

· move towards uncovering principles through mental training

· deals with specific subject matters, special topics

· helps science come up with first principles
	Rhetorical Syllogism/Enthymeme

· starts with an opinion and moves toward persuasion

· a set of inferences appropriate to the audience

· premises are often just probable truths


Syllogism : 

deductive logic, general to specific

1. Primary premise statement: universal truth. “everything that lives moves.”

2. Secondary premise: may be universal. “no mountain moves.”

3. conclusion: “no mountain lives”

Enthymeme:

A partial syllogism. Based on probably rather than positive premises and is based on implicit conjectures that are shared by audience and speaker.

The speaker gives the primary premise and assumes that the audience will supply the missing knowledge in order to reach the conclusion.

1. Primary: “Everything that lives moves”

2. Conclusion “no mountain lives”

Transition from Greek to Roman
In 133 BC, Rome begins to conquer the Greek city states. As colonization takes place, the Hellenic term “rhetor” gives way to “orator.” 

-Greek Kairos gives way to Roman prepone (property): duty, public bearing, appropriateness, properness, following cultural norms, dignity, and stoicism. It doesn’t deal with timeliness anymore.

-Stoic Philosophy: organized universe, narrow view of logos as meaning how humans fit themselves to the universal order. 90 BC began the reign of Augustus. Rhetoric= cultural power, imported from Greece.

Cicero

106 – 43 BC   87BC de Inventione    55BC de Oratore
The Roman republic was changing into the Roman Empire. Power was shifting from the people to the government and finally to the military.

-Assassinated by Marc Anthony after a set of speeches against him. Head and hands displayed on rostrum.

-Brilliant orator and lawyer

- Knew that as the republic crumbled into an Empire, the power of rhetoric to unify, maintain stability and establish laws would also crumble.

De Inventione
87BC

· Summarizes categories for rhetorical study: deliberative, forensic, and ceremonial

· 5 part process for composing a speech

· 1. invention: heuristics used to generate arguments

· 2. arrangement: best arguments places in effective order

· 3. style: best words are chosen

· 4. memory: mnemonics

· 5. delivery: effective use of voice, costume, gesture

      -    Split logos: invention = philosophy       expression = style

Stasis theory: used to get to facts in cases of law

1. fact: “did you in fact kill him?”

2. definition: “was it self-defense instead of murder?”

3. quality: legal – appropriateness of the law     equitable – why did you do it?

4. transfer: procedural issue involved and case should be transferred

Cicero 2

de Oratore: 55BC
· contradicts views of Antonius and Crassus

· Antonius: eloquence is learned through training in technical rhetoric and deals with opinion, not knowledge. Rhetoric’s province is style and arrangement; separated logos (what you think and say are different from how you say it); realistic standards for an orator; philosopher and orator distinction.

· Crassus: eloquence comes from practice, talent, and knowledge; logos unified, philosophy and rhetoric unified; rhetoric is a mode of life; only flourished in free, peaceful nations; no other art can unify humanity, maintain stability, establish laws; high standards for an orator (philosopher, lawyer, politician in one)

· Does Crassu speak for Cicero? Crassus speaks of rhetoric in the same sense that Cicero does in earlier works, while Antonius gives a complete layout of Ciceronian rhetoric: stasis, style, topoi, pathos.

· Cicero wavers between views expressed by Crassus and Antonius.

Orator:

-three levels of style: plain (to instruct, give wisdom), middle (to please, charming) , and grand (to move, persuade)

-Attic is usually associated with plain style. Asiatic with the grand style. Cicero claimed to be an Atticist but he was more in the middle; the ideal is to use all three styles and to know when (propriety – a sense of fit into the proper place)

Rhetorica ad Heremmium
84 BC

-oldest complete Latin text on rhetoric

- dealt with 5 canons and  styles.

- 5 canons: invention, arrangement, style, memory, delivery 

- 3 styles: epideictic, deliberative, judicial

-also covers figures of speech and thought

-distillation of Aristotle

Progymnasmata and Declamations
Each grammarian in Roman and Greek times worked his student through a graded series of exercises in writing and speaking sequenced from easy to more difficult.

Progymnasmata: included text reconstruction, memorizing, oral delivery, reading aloud, listening to others, paraphrasing, parsing sentences, studying allusions. Topics for compositions included fables, anecdotes, proverbs, refutations, praise, invective argument, and legislation.

Declamations: the suasoroia was a school exercise in legislative address; the controversia was simulated judicial oratory.

Quintilian
35-96 CE

Rome was an empire and political oratory was suppressed. Rhetoric focused on stylistic extravagances. Quinlitian had a much broader view of rhetoric, essentially a synthesis of Greek and Roman authors. He wanted a Platonic commitment to virtue and absolute truth with the Isocratean and Ciceronian focus on effective public service.

Instituio Oratore: 90 CE

· a project for rhetorical education

· vir bonus: a good orator is a good man speaking well (both technically and morally). The broad learning of a good man speaking well could save the state. Described the Roman school system which would be in effect for 200 years with rhetoric at the heart.

· Rhetoric = rigorous training in language use, written and spoken. Emphasizes moral purpose advancing the cause of truth and good government. Rhetoric is a practical art (concerned with action and duty) and a virtue. 

· Instead of Kairos or propriety, we have character and integrity. Literature, grammar and rhetoric are separate.

· Telos is the obvious end of oratory – to speak well. 

· Stoic concept: humans are gifted with reason and have the power to understand grand logos (knowing their proper fit, duty) and to perceive our role and respond appropriately.

· The resonance of the words is the important thing. Not whether the rhetor perceives in being persuasive; only intent counts. Note how this reflects the powerlessness of rhetoric in this time.

· Major contribution: development in the understanding of learning sequence, moral earnestness.

Second Sophistic

150-400 AD

With the decline of democracy, rhetoric was divorced from civic affairs. Subject matter became less important than style – style was characterized by oratorical excess. Associated with original (bad) Sophists. Concentrated on school exercises like declamation which became more focused on imagination and style. Resulted in a fossilized form, standard readers and handbooks.

Medieval Rhetoric

Medieval rhetoric refers to the fall of Rome through the Renaissance, beginning with Augustine. In the Classical tradition, rhetorical invention generated probable knowledge through the commonplaces and enthymeme. Christian knowledge is absolute. Where rhetoric relies on reason to produce knowledge. Christian knowledge comes from revelation, Art of preaching (ars praedecandi) and the art of letter writing (ars dictaminis) grew as did the study of style separated from other rhetorical concerns.

Christians against rhetoric
AD 50-400

The pagan schools of Rome saw a political use for rhetoric, but even the highest ideal of Quintilian (vir bonus) was not enough for the Chrisitan leaders, many of whom viewed rhetoric and dialectic as a snare to trap the believer. Many wanted to reject the Roman culture. Conflict between Verbum (word of God) and verbum (word of man) . Since heretics often used logical argument to attack the doctrines of the Church, Christians decried logic itself. Rhetoric = worldly and pagan culture which could lead men away from God. Jerome said “it is better to have a just unlearnedness than an evil wisdom”

Importance of Cicero and Quintilian to Medieval Studies

Aristotle’s Rhetorica became associated with ethics and political science; Cicero became associated with dialectic and theory of discourse. Medieval writers refer to Cicero when they speak of discourse. The rediscover of a complete Cicero and Quintilian in the 15th century was one of the markers separating medieval from renaissance. 

De Oratore was a huge influence on the Renaissance and opened the way for a study of rhetoric and its relation to society. 

4 Streams of Medieval Discourse

1. Ancient traditions

2. Epistolary

3. ars grammatical

4. ars praedicandi

The past should serve the particular needs of the present. Medieval treatises tend to appropriate only those parts of ancient traditions which are of use to the “one art” Christianity.

Ars Grammatica
Early medieval belief in a double function for grammar: 1) as correctness in speaking and writing and 2) analysis and interpretation of literature. Grammar prepared the way for an understanding of the Scripture. Starts with Donatus as descriptive (he classified the parts of speech). By Irodore’s time (570) there was no longer a clear line between grammatical and rhetorical figures. By the 12th century, grammar was prescriptive (rules for grammar). By the 13th century, grammatics = many different subjects. 14th century grammar – art of coherent composition.

Donatus
AD 350

A grammarian who wrote 2 manuals that were used for the next 1200 years.

Ars minor: simple description of the 8 parts of speech

Ars major: 8 parts of speech in great detail and a discussion of figures of speech and tropes.

The first recorded intrusion of grammatica into the field of rhetoric (Quintilian was very opposed to this)

Ars Dictaminis
Letter writing

Truly medieval invention that breaks with ancient rhetorical practice, who viewed language as essentially oral. For most of the middle ages, letter-writing was regarding as an artistic matter beyond regulation or analysis – treated like a branch of literature. During the 7th-9th centuries there was a rapid decay in education/literacy and formulas were used for correspondence. These formulas had a contractual nature but could take care of all exigencies.

Alberic and the art of letter writing
1087 CE

Pivitol figure in medieval rhetoric who applied rhetorical principles to letter writing. He cited the Ciceronian objectives of exordium: rendering the audience attentive, docile, and well-disposed. He distinguishes between the salutation (the address) and the exordium (introduction) and ignores argumentation and conclusion. He standardizes the parts of the letter, related rhetoric to letter-writing, distinguishes between social levels of readers, recommends the use of colors, and includes model letters.

He (and theorists who follow him) recommends the style of curus or rhythmical prose.

The art of letter writing kept rhetorical interests alive during a period when Cicero’s politically oriented rhetoric was not acceptable (to Christians) in the Church.

Ars Praedicandi: the art of preaching

Worship in Christ’s’ time included 3 elements: prayer, scriptural reading, and scriptural discussion (all oral).

Christ introduced a new rhetorical element: a direct command to his followers to spread his ideas through speech. Preaching was made the fundamental responsibility of followers of Christ.

3 Phases of Ars Praedicandi

1. Christ’s Theory: use of scripture as proof. Ancient’s goal was the creation of probability, with no single mode of proof being conclusive, but Christ used the Testament as absolute apodeictic proof. He made a distinction between parables (for the unlearned) and direct discourse, and distinguished between evangelizing (announcement) and teaching (exposition). The message itself has divine power and the efficacy of the speaker may not depend on rhetorical skill but on God’s grace. Homily preaching was non-form/anti-theory, conversational, purposeful lack of organization, avoidance of rhetorical language.

2. Augustine’s de doctrine Christiana
3. Theory of Thematic Preaching in 13th century: up to this point, content was more important than form or mode. 

Alexander of Ashby: wrote On the Mode of Preaching around 1205. He believed a standard form should be followed. 4-part speech plan was standard. Each part of the speech should be followed immediately by a proof instead of proofs being a separate part of the speech plan.

Thomas of Salisbury: compares rhetoric, poetry, theology, and preaching. The intention of the preacher should be to persuade men to good conduct and dissuade them from bad; and the orator and preacher are thus the same. He lays out a plan of arrangement for the sermons. 

Martianus Capella
410-427

His De Nuptiis has been credited with introducing the seven liberal arts into the middle ages: grammar, dialectic, rhetoric (trivium) which deals with words, geometry, arithmetic, astronomy, music, and quadrivium which deals with math.

Augustine
354-439

Bridge between Classical and medieval

Used classical rhetoric as a powerful tool for persuasion to Christianity, although he redirects discourse from political to religious ends. Rhetoric (the art of eloquence) should be used to convert souls not rejected out of hand because it’s tainted with paganism. He looks to the Bible for examples of style and follows Ciceronian rhetorical doctrine. Man possessed of truth cannot communicate it without rhetorical skill.

3 styles:

1. subdued: to convey small things

2. temperate: to delight in moderate things

3. grand: to move to action on great things

Eloquence can be achieved without rhetorical training. Wisdom (separate from eloquence) is more important. This separation implies a separation of things (truths and realities) and words (signs of things). Leading him to a Platonic conclusion that language is just a means to the final, silent contemplation of divine truth.

However, the church should use rhetoric of Cicero to convey its message through preaching and education. Although Cicero’s power to move to belief is replaced with power to lead men to truth.

Logos: united in Christ, word and though are the same thing in Him. When we’re able to interpret the signs (the word of God) we get closer to merging Logos, thought and word, God and Christ.

Cassiodorus
480-575

First Christian “encyclopediast.” He defined rhetoric as the science of speaking well on civil questions. He identifies the 5 canons of rhetoric and spends the rest of this work on invention (no treatment of the other 4 canons). Dialectic (that which separates true from false) is twice as big a section as rhetoric. This provided very narrow funnel of transmission of the ancient doctrines into the middle ages.

Boethius
480-524

Most important source of classical learning for medieval scholars. His goal was to translate all of Plato and Aristotle into Latin. He explores the boundaries between rhetoric and philosophy: dialectic deals with general questions without circumstances (theses) while rhetoric deals with questions attended by many circumstances (hypotheses). Dialectic can be examined in a dialogue with an adversary while rhetoric is persuasively to an audience. Rhetoric is subordinates to dialectic. Rhetoric = rules of argumentation with no epistemological force.

Isadore
570-636

The Origins supplies a whole system of education containing both Christian and secular material. The 7 liberal arts with the trivium at the beginning, preceded the divine studies and foreshadowed what would become standard in medieval universities. This was a departure from the pagan system. He brings grammar and rhetoric together and separates rhetoric from dialectic (like Cassiodorus). He preserves a body of ancient lore (Ciceronian).

Rabanus Maurus

776-856

First of many medieval writers to use ideas from various systems (Cicero, Augustine, dialectic, personal experience). He replaces Cicero with Augustine as the rhetorical master. 

Grammar = the art of interpreting the poets and historians and the science of speaking and writing correctly, paves the way of the use of grammar to interpret scripture.

Rhetoric = the science of speaking well in civil matters

Dialectic: discipline of rational inquiry and definition; discourse for distinguishing true from false.

Julian of Norwich
1343-1414

She wrote in vernacular English. She has 16 visions of Jesus. The fundamental doctrine of mysticism was that God is in all, and all is in God (the unity of existence). Julian’s writing transforms medieval Christianity (masculine gods and male privilege) into  religion of openness and equality for all. All humans are created in the image of God, so Christianity need not exclude or de-sex female followers. God the trinity has three properties: fatherhood, motherhood, lordship. She takes Mary’s divinity to the ultimate conclusion by uniting her with Christ, so Jesus becomes our Holy Mother.

Margery Kempe
1372-1439

Spiritual autobiography, dictate to scribed describing her pilgrimage of the world and of the spirit. First woman to compose her life history in English, first extant autobiography in English. She was a powerful rhetorician, locating herself within discourse on Franciscan, affective piety. She offers testimony, not logical proof, akin to homily in structure (cyclical, associated rather than linear). Margery what author created Margery the implied author (a persona that dictates to the scribe) who creates Margery the character. This historical Margery (the actual person) employs what has become known as dialogism – a conversation among conflicting values, claims and opinions. This double-voiced discourse is a major rhetorical achievement.

Renaissance Overview
14th-17th centuries

The intellectual, political, and religious authority of the Roman Catholic church was being questioned – Protestants were seceding – strong monarchies formed and merchant professional class grew.

Humanism: emphasized human powers to know and change the world, scholars should have the right to pursue knowledge. Classical Greek and Roman learning was recovered. Vast new fields of study in science, literature, and history were opened. In early Renaissance Italy, rhetoric was powerful due to the political structure of the city states. But with large-scale monarchies, rhetoric’s power and epistemic function slipped. Rhetoric as a method for generating knowledge began to be subordinate to dialectic, logic, and science. Rhetoric as a means of generating social consensus began to have a negative status as “stylistics” that charmed or deceived. By the end of the Renaissance, the power of language was seen as needing to be purified from any taint of eloquence.

Petrarch

1304 – 1374

Advanced Cicero’s concept of humanities – ideal of cultivated learning. The ideal man should be able to combine literary art, moral philosophy, and civic responsibility in his writing and oratory. It’s important to read the classics in the original Greek and Latin te4xts. Rhetoric in Petarch’s time was powerful – a talented individual could strongly influence political and cultural life. Eloquence and wisdom, rhetoric and philosophy united.

Petrarch was a major force in the development of the Renaissance.

Italian Humanists

Petrarch was the major Italian Humanist. They saw rhetoric and philosophy united because they understood meaning to be historically contextual. To be actively useful, the responsible citizen must express philosophical insights in language that is convincing in contemporary circumstances. The self is important – the individual makes history thru development of personal talents amid constraints of historical circumstances.

Italian Renaissance ended in 1527 when a Spanish army attacked Rome.

Northern European Humanism

1400-1500s

-Facilitated by Gutenberg’s press

- European humanists shifted emphasis of rhetoric from statecraft to education

- Agricola (144-1485) translated the Progymnasmata of Aphthonius into Latin, creating the most widely used Renaissance rhetoric school books. Rhetoric is subordinate to dialectic.

Rhetoric = style  Dialectic = invention and arrangement

Christine de Pisan

1365-1429

-Addressed the community of women in medieval society on matters of honor and persuasive discourse in order to instruct them in the means of virtue.

-Treasure of the City of Ladies is didactic – advises women on obligations as daughters and wives but also encourages the development of women’s minds by promoting the Renaissance acquisition of secular knowledge as well as divine grace. This text empowers women’s speech acts i9n both public and private matters. Most important lesson: women’s success depends on their ability to manage and mediate by speaking and writing effectively.

- she uses the rhetorical strategy of antiphrasis by writing against the grain of her meaning. She uses allegorical virtues to establish an authoritative feminine ethos: ladies reason, rectitude, and justice (they present themselves as God’s daughters to establish authority). This also gives de Pisan literary authority and created a forum to speak on women’s issues. Her advice to women: speak the truth yet bend to the occasion, rather than resisting openly when no advantage can be gained. Possibility of peace and compromise should be open in public and private affairs. Speak and write for the good of society and to affirm the best of yourself.

Rediscover of Quintilian

1416

Paggio rediscovers a complete text of Quintilian, which gives a new outlook on rhetoric. Quintilian’s work proposed a coherent program of literacy and rhetorical training with a strong moral base, aimed at forming literate and responsible citizens.

Erasmus

1469-1536

Great humanist scholar. Wrote de Copia in 1512, a Latin textbook that dominated rhetoric instruction throughout northern Europe for most of the 16th century. Intended to help the novice attain copie (abundance) in his Latin style. Hundreds of chapters on a variety of figures, tropes, amplifications. Stylistic focus is very common of rhetoric texts of this period. Like Cicero, he believed that style depended on the occasion.

Margaret More Roper

1505-1544

Successfully blended her erudition and her domestic vocation and exemplified the ideas of the new humanist learning. She translates male words and wrote private letters and devotional meditations; her learning was a private matter intended for her father and husband. She must work for the approval of the men she loves, rather than for public articulation. Christian Humanism must reflect feminine virtues: chastity, modesty, and silence.

Anne Askew

1521 – 1546

Implemented the rhetoric and dialectic of Protestant reformers to understand and propagate her beliefs and to defend herself using the masculine religion of Christianity. The PR maintained women’s subordination to pa5triarchy (God, father, husband) by manipulating her desire for godliness as a way of silencing her. However, the silences Christian woman could break that silence whenever her voice brought forth her religious convictions. She was arrested in 1546 on grounds of radical Protestantism, judged by a jury, tortured, and burned at the stake.

She wrote Examinations while in prison. She employs a purposeful rhetoric of silence. She proved erudition during her trial by quoting scripture and making reasoned arguments, but non-reformist Christians considered women intellectually inferior and not able or allowed to preach.
Elizabeth I
1533-1603

She remained single to maintain her authority and autonomy. She distinguished between the body natural and the body politic: she presented the body natural as feminine and her body politic as masculine whenever she appeared in public. She transforms nearly every recorded rhetorical occasion into an epideictic one that creates and sustains her mood, decision, and action. She regularly employed the androgeny trope.

Ramus

1515-1572
Wrote “Arguments on Rhetoric Against Quintlian” in 1549. He attacks the classical approach to rhetoric. Before Ramus, dialectic grasped the truth through syllogism while rhetoric offered the truth to the public. Ramus strictly separates philosophy (dialectic) and rhetoric (style). He then separates invention and arrangement from rhetoric and places them with dialectic. Rhetoric = style and delivery. Dialectic does not deal with probabilities, but instead is a method for testing the truth of any sphere of knowledge. 

Raministic rhetoric (style) flourished in the 17th century and was opposed by Ciceronians, who argued for the importance of all 5 parts of the classical composing process. Ramus’s dialectic was reduced to 10 topic invention and arrangement scheme.

Raministic dialectic caused a decontextualization of knowledge that had dire consequences for rhetoric. The tropes were cut to four: metonymy, irony, metaphor, synecdoche.

Thomas Wilson
1523-1581

Published the first logic handbook in English (The Rule of Reason) which defines argument as a rigorous exchange of views among experts in the subject (dialectic). He believed dialectic can produce certainty (Aristotle said probability). In The Arte of Rhetorique he states that the practical rhetorician, moving freely among the fie canons, creates an argument as she shapes his discourse in response to the exigencies of the moment. It is 5-part ciceronian structure is useful to oratory unlike Ramus.

Francis Bacon
1561-1626

He overturned the Ramist approach with his scientific inductive approach that reveals natural laws (observation, experimentation, classification). He divided the mind into faculties*: reason (philosophy is the branch of learning), memory (history), and imagination (poesy). Perception is not infallible – reason and the senses are warps by the ambiguities of language. There may be objective truth, but knowing is subjective.

4 operations of intellect:

1. Invention: recall or recovery and relies on commonplaces of wisdom and knowledge produced by science.

2. Judgment: syllogistic reasoning used against fallacious generalization.

3. Memory: mental representations that are signs for experiences and information

4. Delivery: the means by which knowledge is used in social situations

Rhetoric applies reason to the imagination in order to move the will. It links knowledge to social concerns. Split between thought and speech, but greatly important

* faculty psychology used again in the 18th and 19th centuries

Descartes and the end of Renaissance Rhetoric
Discourse on Method (1673) – starting point of Modern science and beginning of the end of Renaissance rhetoric.
Science elevated reason to an exalted position, claiming it could replaces received wisdom with newly discovered universals, or absolutes. Culturally, historically -bound knowledge became second-rate.

Humanists believed individual human reason is capable of critiquing received wisdom.

Science believed that wisdom can be replaces by absolutes.

Scholarly dispute turns on the desire to win an argument, the desire to find the truth. Truth = that which the mid can find no reason to doubt. Can be found through experimentation. Syllogism and the commonplaces belong to rhetoric while the investigative method built on self-evidence truths by careful division and the search for causal connection. 

Overview of Enlightenment
17th-19th century

Scientists shifted to the experimental method to name the parts of the universe. Philosophers examined the source of knowledge, especially the psychological processes of perception, reflection, and communication t determine how it was possible to discover truths with in the psychical world.

Experimental science and inductive reasoning replaced deductive logic (syllogism) as the standard of inquiry. The Ramist distinction became moots and the Ciceronian conception of rhetoric (all 5 canons) became, once again, the foundation of rhetorical study.

Enlightenment (17th Century)

Toward the end of the 17th century, traditional rhetoric became associated with history, poetry, and literary criticism (belles letters). The belletrists revered the classical writers and orators and applied rules of classical rhetoric to literary judgment. The new theories of psychology and human nature confirmed reasoning and imagination were key mental faculties. However, by the end of the 17th century, traditional rhetoric was attacked by new scientists, who claimed rhetoric obscured the truth by ornamental rather than planned, direct speech (perspicuity). 

Overview of enlightenment (18th century)
By the middle of the 18th century, a complete psychological and epistemological theory of rhetoric arose, focusing on appealing to the mental faculties to achieve persuasion.

The elocution movement began in 18th century and persisted through the 19th. It focused on delivery and offered instruction on correct pronunciations and nonverbal appeals to emotion.

Enlightenment (19th century)

By the middle of the 19th century, the ideas associated with Romanticism enforced a distinction between concerns of rhetoric (active) and literature (contemplative). Rhetoric and belles letters separated. Respect for the classical diminished while technical knowledge increased. By the end of the 19th century, rhetoric was reduced to mostly instruction in correctness in composition; as an intellectual discipline it was diminished and its theoretical substance dispersed among fields of psychology, philosophy and criticism.

John Locke

1632 – 1704

Wrote “Essay concerning Human Understanding” (1690) regarding how we construct and communicate knowledge – language is imperfect in this process. Stylistic extravagance must be curbed so that language can be closer to the things it names. Rhetoric needs to moderate its reliance on the topics for invention, because those topics depend on received wisdom rather than observes fact. He attacks rhetoric for increasing obscurity rather than diminishing it. Rhetoric may be accepted in poplar discourse but is never appropriate for instructing of informing.

Mary Astell

Wrote from 1690 – 1709

She asserted that women, as humans, are endowed with reason. They can become fully competent writers by using knowledge they already have. Ethos is the highest importance. She opposes rhetoric’s metaphor of warfare: the opposition 9audence) is the enemy to be vanquished. Astell believed we should be after truth, not victory. She had a strong objection to patriarchal tendency to reduce all discussion to a win/lose conflict. Feminine epistemology is often distinguished from masculine by a concern for the protection of both sides against needless humiliation. This quality of caring is typical of women’s way of knowing.

18th Century Theories of Rhetoric

From Golden and Corbett The Rhetoric of Blair, Campbell, and Whately

1. Classical: no need to alter the teachings of Cicero and Quintilian 

2. Evolutionary: turned to the canon of rhetoric that has not yet feel the brunt of scientific criticism: delivery. They relied on Quintilian’s detailed analysis of voice control, eye contact and bodily activity.

3. Belletristic: believed that rhetoric and political arts of poetry, drama, history, biography etc should be joined because they share a common interest in taste, style, criticism and sublimity and instruct the student to become on effective practitioner and judge in oral and written communication. Based on Aristotle’s Poetics, Isocrate’s theory of culture. Longinus’s On the Sublime,, and Horace’s Ars Poetica. (Hugh Blair)

4. Psychological/Philosophical: applies principles of rationalism an the empirical method to unraveling the mysteries of the human mind and soul. (Locke, Hutcheson, Hume and Hartley)

New Rhetoric

Campbell and Blair articulate this:
1. aims of rhetoric are links to affective intentions

2. study of rhetoric is also a science that reveals human nature

3. rhetorical discourse is ties to taste, so it must be understood as an art

4. the faculty of taste (but not genius) can be cultivates: this is a moral imperative attached to education

Rhetoric is an umbrella for scientific and belletristic understanding of all discourse

Invention = management of rhetorical evidence and the selection and arrangement of types of arguments

4 faculties of the mind: understanding, imagination, passion, will.

Doctrine of Taste
· Taste in an innate response to the beautiful and one of the intellectual powers. Taste facilitates the function of understanding and imagination and is synonymous with the development of intellectual and moral character.

· Education is the way to increase opportunity for every individual – articulated by the Scottish Enlightenment (Blair and Campbell) not British, because Scottish wanted independence.

· Taste in an improvable faculty directly affected by the study of rhetoric

· Rhetoric process needs taste in order to please the imagination, move the passions, aid the understanding or prompt the will

David Hume – Treatise on Human Nature

1739

The mind moves freely from one idea to another through three qualities of 

1. resemblance, 

2. contiguity in time and place, and 

3. cause and effect. 

The imagination stimulates the mind to see the connection between ideas that are similar. The mind can be subdivided into 2 faculties: 

1. impressions: constitute the cause 

2. ideas. the effect.

All human motivation stems from man’s emotional nature, so appeals to the passion are necessary to induce the will to act. 

David Hartley

Wrote Observations of Man (1749). He added the mental faculties of memory, imagination, and affection to the understanding and will outlined by Locke and Hume.

Francis Hutcheson

Write Short Introduction to Moral Philosophy (1753). Human nature consists of the soul and the body (notice Cartesian split here) and the soul is comprised of the understanding and the will.

Scottish Enlightenment

· a philosophy of democratic education which valued personal knowledge creation

· Associated with Campbell, Blair, Adam Smith, and the Wise Club they formed in 1758

· University of Edinburgh

· Supported a scientific view of rhetoric in its distinction between language and reality. Allowed content to be moved away from rhetoric, leaving more room for style and belles letters

Effects:

-Extension of democratic education in Scotland and US

-Boylston chair at Harvard was created to define what rhetoric can and should do for education and society
Moral philosophy must respond to a society driven by pursuit of material goods. Are sociability, virtue, and justice natural to mankind?

Doctrine of Common Sense

Theory advocates by the Scottish School of Philosophy. The major guy was Thomas Reid (1764) for his early work. He interpreted common sense as a science which could be coded in self-evident laws of nature recognized and understood by men of all cultures. Since it is equated with good common sense, judgment and the “first born of reason” it is the final arbiter of disputes that occur between experts on matter of taste and judgment.

Question: what is real? How do we know?

Hume says we have no evidence to know anything but our own private states of mind. Belief in anything is founded on feeling, not evidence.

Reid rejected this and relied on common sense as the foundation of philosophy.

Campbell agreed – common sense falls under the first of his two types of evidence (intuitive, deductive). Common sense is the original source of knowledge. We have to have some common ground in order to construct the world. Our perceptions conform to each other’s so they must be true.

Adam Smith and Perspicuity
1748-50

Lectures at Edinburgh. The Scottish universities had a more democratic view of education. He searches for a rational origin of language. The first goal of rhetoric is to promote perspicuity in language: transparency inn conveying ideas, combined with strength of expression. Perspicuity depends on thorough knowledge of the subject matter and natural arrangement. It does not rule out sentiment and passion,, for these are mental faculties that also require communication. Smith also advances belles letters which attracted Hugh Blair to that philosophy.
Thomas Sheridan
1762

Lectures on elocution. He emphasized correct pronunciation, diction, and usage. Sheridan, unlike Campbell, tried to establish a universal standard of pronunciation of English. He was an actor who believed he was restoring delivery to its proper stature. He believed that id you teach people to speak properly, you raise their taste.

George Campbell

Philosophy of Rhetoric 1776

-He grounded his rhetoric in human nature and followed Locke, Hume, and Hartely in his belief that the mid separated the faculties.

-Rhetoric is the art or talent by which discourse is adapted to its ends. All the ends of speaking are educable to 4: enlighten the understanding, to please the imagination, to move the passions, or influence the will. The experimental method is superior to syllogistic reasoning.

-Epistemological rationale – to study rhetoric is to know the human mind. Since knowledge is produced from empirical experience, the task of rhetoric is to shape argument to be indisputable.

-“language is purely a species of fashion.” The rules of grammar must not regulate our speech; instead our common usage must regulate the grammar (descriptive)

-Considered revolutionary because he evaluated what classical rhetoric does, and belletristic concerns and psychology

-Rhetoric encompasses all forms of discourse

Hugh Blair

1718-1800

Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres (1783)

Blaire believes that rhetoric existed to give polish to the fine arts. Taste is the power of getting pleasure from beautiful things, a natural propensity that can be improved. Taste is that ability to recognize genius. This had a democratizing effect – anyone can be taught taste. Criticism = the application of good taste. Speech operates to transit and improve thought. To study composition is to study reason (arrangement and expressing thoughts teaches us to think and speak accurately). Good style has perspicuity (clarity and purity), propriety (diction) and precision.

Mary Wolstencraft

1759-1797

Wrote Vindication of the Rights of Women.  (1792). Basis for feminist movement. She believed in her right to participate in dialogues with philosophers, politicians, educators, etc as an informed, capable, rational thinker. Her goal was to expose the irrationality of the arguments used to debase and exclude women. She became a representative rhetor for other women. She wanted to persuade men that they had created and shaped cultural conditions that victimized themselves as well as women. She urged women to resist tyranny by recognizing the wretchedness of “cultivating the graces” and perpetuating childish dependencies. She argues for education for women by challenging men that if they believe that education is one of the ways to cultivate virtue through rationality, then women will stop the progress of knowledge and virtue if they are not educated. 

She uses the dialogic mode, addressing an audience of “enlightened” men, assuming their desire to live up to the terms of their own philosophical and political systems.

John Witherspoon

1801 Lectures on Eloquence
President of Princeton and part of the Scottish Enlightenment./ Believed that all students should have a well rounded education to benefit the public.

Boylston Chair of Rhetoric and Oratory

Established in 1806 at Harvard

1806-1809: John Q Adams: the country was new and expanding. He supported classical humanism and viewed his students as cultural pioneers. He wanted his students to become prime orators and liberally educated all purpose citizens, ready to shape a country and directly influence their audience’s beliefs. His duty was to prepare them for the pulpit, bench, or politics. Harvard degrees were for religion, law or politics with a heavy emphasis on classical rhetoric.

1809-1818: Joseph McKean

1819-1851: Edward Channing: realized that the age of orator was over and that changes in communication made the message more important than the source. He was a part of the movement toward explanatory rhetoric. Rhetoric as a body of rules derived from experience and observation – designed to make communication efficient. Focused more on productive communication rather than just style. Print and transportation technology made a big difference. Journalism used for reaching the masses.

1851-1876: Francis James Child: Created Boylston Chair of English (not rhetoric) which shifted emphasis from rhetoric to literature, following the German model. Composition instruction shifted to freshman English, taught my teaching assistants.

1876-1904 Adams Sherman Hill: country had been settles after Civil War and Indian Wars. Strong sense of nationhood and a need to articulate democratic values. Printing and transportation technology continued to improve, combines with a population explosion and influx of immigrants. Hill believed his students didn’t need to shape a country – they needed to learn how to communicate in a country already shaped. They needed a critical process to guide their responses as well informed experts in subject areas (rhetoric is not a subject itself). Emphasized passing information, not persuading. Rhetoric = art of efficient communication. 

Current traditional philosophy: rhetoric not as knowledge producing, but knowledge conveying. Student is writer – specialist, preparing for a profession. Rhetoric was still relegated to composition courses, teaching students how to write accurately with correct form.

Romanticism and Rhetoric
1863 Emerson wrote Nature
Romanticism is fundamentally anti-rhetorical. The artist’s mind is more relevant to an understanding of art than the mind of the audience. Solitude, spontaneity, expression of feeling and imagination, as opposed to the rhetorician’s concern for society, planned discourse, communication and moving the will. Emerson appeals to rhetoric in his call for powerful Romantic form of oratory: rhetoric of personal expression hat will stir the audience to their own efforts at creative perception. How do we represent one’s experience in language in a way that will duplicate or generate that experience in the audience?

Richard Whately

1828 – Elements of Rhetoric
Rhetoric is an off-shoot of logic; it’s place is to argue already established truths. Classical invention is a way to generate arguments about revealed, absolute truths. Rhetoric must prove the truth by argument, a form of invention not concerned with discovery but with ways of convincing. His emphasis on faculty psychology and classical rhetoric leads to an emphasis on audience.

Sarah Grimke

1792-1873

Write Letters on the Equality of the Sexes and the Conditions of Women (1838)
She was a Quaker and promoted an emphasis on each person’s right and duty to conduct his or her own life – the “inner light” of spirituality provides philosophical and theological justification for women’s rejection of social constraints. She made us of religion rhetorically, defending her right to speak by invoking a divine exigency, but when defending women’s right to speak, she gives a political rather than religious justification: free speech is a human right. She spoke publicly on the issue of slavery. She illustrates, like Nietzsche, that language creates our world: man’s translations of Bible have created powerful “truths” that have forgotten their source.

Margaret Fuller

1845

Women in the 19th century – women’s freedom is a right, not yields to as a concession. She urges readers toward the rational truth – that conditions of life and freedom should be recognized for women and men – through the rhetorical situation of the weekly meetings with women.

She followed Whately’s process on instruction – she was a facilitator using rhetoric to convey the truth. Romantic notion of “truth” as a process of unfolding revelation through dialectical testing of ideas. She rejected the tactics of persuasion and invented a discourse appropriate to feminism (not coercive or manipulative, but collaborative)

Henry Noble Day
1858

Wrote Elements of the Art of Rhetoric
He saw rhetoric in an explanatory role. Invention is crucial to rhetoric as an art. Rhetoric is not a science because it’s not always predictable and does not follow rules. Invention is not original thought or discovery – its management and arrangement (he treats the modes of discourse as categories of invention). He has psychological/scientific emphasis. Thinking is a separate activity from rhetoric – rhetoric is a heuristic for presenting thought and shaping and improving thought for the purpose of discourse.

Francis James Child

1851-1876

4th Boylston chair of literature

He emphasized the German model of higher education – the ideals of deep specialization and research for productive scholarship.

Land Grant Universities

1861 
Morrill Ac tin US created a system of colleges and universities that focused on agriculture, mechanical arts, military, and scientific disciplines. This was established to train the industrial classes in their professions. This gave lower and middle classes access to higher education (utilitarian education)

Vernacular became the language of choice and composition emerges as the means to teach it (correct, functional English).

Alexander Bain
1866 

Wrote Composition and Rhetoric: A Manual

The modes of discourse (description, narration, exposition, persuasion) correspond to mental faculties. Invention and arrangement are determined by the nature of the modes. He as the founder of the modern science of psychology. He bases paragraph unity on associate psychology.

Nietzsche

1873

On Truth and Lies in a Non-moral Sense
Echoes the Sophists, saying what we call truth is a social arrangement, not reality. Language conveys our perceptions of things, not the things themselves.

Ida B Wells

Born a slave in 1862. By 1890 she was an editor of a journal and co-owner of another. Journalist, public speaker , community activist. She wrote in a plain, common-sense way “on things which concern our people.” Spoke out against lynching. Making a claim for African American women as rhetors – she participated in, negotiated, and refined the “public” sphere (a make arena) and private sphere (female arena). Involvement of audience : Wells ties her audiences to a set of historical values and obligations engaging them in creating meaning for the purpose of action. She anchors them to her experience.

Creation of Freshman Comp Courses

1874

Child (Boylston Chair) and Eliot introduce elective system in English depts.. He focused on philology and literary criticism and delegated rhetoric to graduate assistants – these were the first Freshman comp courses. Harvard also instituted the entrance exams, which caused high school to use lists to meet certain skills/standards. Students were failing the entrance exams in droves, so freshman comp became error hunting and correction with remedial grammar.

Adam Sherman Hill

1878 Principles of Rhetoric

 He was the chair of rhetoric at Harvard following the creation of a separate chair of literature. Focused o style, usage, and editing. Refined rhetoric as the art of efficient communication. Exposition, not persuasion, is the ideal form. The current traditional model that as created in the last years of the 19th century combines Bain’s modes of discourse and paragraph unity with Hill’s prescriptive in grammar, usage, and style.

David J Hill

1877

The Science of Rhetoric

 Rhetoric producing mental changes in others. He excludes invention, elocution, style, an separates out grammar as a separate field (linguistics)

Literature, linguistics and philosophy are all separated

The subject matter will arrange the rhetoric

Though precedes language, language conveys thought

Rhetoric is the science of the laws of effective discourse

MLA

Modern Language Association formed in 1883
Much due to Child’s work. Secured English studies in the college curriculum.

John Genung

1900

The Working Principles of Rhetoric

Theoretical synthesis of classical, belletristic, and epistemological principles. Emphasizes belletristic idealism – the study of taste provides insight into compositional principles and improves the mind.

He adapts rhetoric in response to science, Darwinism, and he drops some classical rhetorical systems but uses invention , arrangement, and style and offers a practical arrangement in the three parts: introduction, development, conclusion.

Gertrude Buck

Professor of English at Vassar college from 1897 – 1922.

Major innovator of rhetorical theory. She identified four movements in the teaching of composition: revolts against rhetorical rules, derivation of writing topics from the student’s own experience, direction of writing toward a real audience, and criticism of writing based on the purpose. Rather than the application of prescriptive rules. She emphasizes the writing process – the student must keep the audience in mind and le the audience and purpose shape the rhetoric, rather than the rules shaping the rhetoric.

John Dewey

1894

Appointed chair at University of Chicago. He developed an empirically based theory of knowledge (pragmatism): knowledge is an adaptive human response to environmental conditions aimed at active restructuring of these conditions. SO thought is the product of the interaction between organism and environment. Knowledge is provisional, dependant on its adequacy in providing a coherent understanding of the world as a basis for human action. Pedagogy: process of inquiry to attain knowledge (empirical method with a flexible, experimental approach to solving problems) Self directed learning guided by teacher. 

Progressive Education

Dewey challenged the idea (Harvard) that the goal of higher education should be to empower the elite. Instead, the purpose of education is to integrate a diverse population unto a community of productive citizens. Sought to give students intellectual ad social skills to give attention to the needs of individual students. Sought to free writing instruction from canonical literary study. Correctness remained a goal, but its usefulness in the world beyond school. Stressed the communicative function of writing to bring diverse groups together and integrate them. 

Fred Newton Scott
University of Michigan, Chair of department of rhetoric form 1903 – 1926. He helped to lead the fight against uniform reading lists (Harvard) and emphasized democratic educational practices, student –centered pedagogy, descriptive grammar. He believed rhetoric= the science of speech communication. Believed in the separation of composition and literature (separated rhetoric at U of M). He rejected the empty vessel theory of learning and believed that students brought interesting language and knowledge with them. It impacted 20th century rhetoric: belief in student – centered classroom and taking students from where they were in their knowledge base.

Harvard vs Michigan

	Harvard
	Michigan

	· homogenous elite (traditional students comfortable with academics)

· Eliot opened up specialization in undergrad programs. Liberal arts became core curriculums instead of  the whole focus

· Product centered


	· Diverse population

· Liberal arts focus

· Student centered

· Dewey’s inquiry process of learning – Progressive education: free writing, instruction from canonical study. Higher education should equip students with intellectual and social skills


NCTE

Formed in 1911 to consolidated resistance to Harvard’s reading lists and the conception of English studies they represented. FNS was the first president – he promoted an understanding of writing that re-emphasized self expression and the adaptation of prose to its social purposes.

1912 – Speech teachers broke away to form their own professional organization

Reading lists = elitist idea of higher education., Challenged by Progressives who believed in diversity – productive citizens.

James Berlin : Writing Instruction in the 19th Century American Colleges

Rhetoric = a closed system that defines the nature of reality, human nature, and language.

Noetic fields: assumptions bout reality, writer/speaker, audience, language. His goal is to identify the noetic fields underlying the rhetoric of 19th century.
19th century had three rhetorics: classical, psychological/epistemological, and romantic.

-Classical: reality = rationality; knowledge acquired through deductive rules of reason. Language expresses pre-existing thought.

- Psych/Epist.: paradigm shift after Revolutionary War, classical overthrown for psych/epist reality = discovered through empirical observation. Knowledge acquired through inductive process. Common Sense Realism. Campbell applied these to psychology. Blaire to belletristic Whately to management.

-Romantic: Emerson’s’ rhetoric is social an d democratic. Reality is human construction , made possible through language. Task of rhetoric is to translate the truth into language – but language is action which compels thought. Rhetoric is essential in public life.

Post civil War scientists approach as colleges served to push middle class upward in the social strata

Current Traditional Rhetoric: appropriated the most mechanical features of Blair, Campbell, and Whately – freshman comp became an exercise in correct expository writing.

Fred Newton Scott and Gertrude Buck: viewed reality to be a social construction. Meaning grows as the perceiver brings all past experiences to a situation which includes writer, issue, and audience. Spoken discourse was important as training or the writer.

IA Richards
Meaning of Meaning with Ogden

-why does misunderstanding occur and how can it be avoided?

-Rhetoric = philosophic inquiry into how words work in discourse

-Rhetoric = the art by which discourse is adapted to its ends.

-objected to traditional rhetoric’s heavy focus on persuasion; rhetoric has many aims.

-rhetoric should have words as its smallest, base component

-“feed forward” prepares us to attribute certain meanings to words based on past experiences and language use.

-metaphors provide a basis for making meaning by building a common contextual base for the symbol. Metaphor is the heart of all meaning making.

-metaphor = tenor (the idea being communicated) plus vehicle (means on conveying that idea)

Proper Meaning Superstition-

IA Richards term explaining the fallacy that words have direct links to their referents.  He uses the semantic triangle (CS Peirce) to demonstrate this fallacy.  The word symbol is used for “word.”  The idea that words have direct connections to the things they represent is the fallacy.
New Criticism
1930s

Became dominant mode of literary study. Emphasis on close analysis of literary texts as complex structures of meaning. Relationship between thought and language is fundamental (changing a word in a poem. Changed the meaning, so language is not simply dress for thought) Freshman English course patterned on c/t model treated the relation between thought and language too mechanically. Eventually, in 1949, the NCTE mandated the CCCC and CCC, laying the foundations for the modern disciples of comp studies.

Louise Rosenblatt

· was a student of IA Richards and Cleanth Brooks, but rejected New Criticism

· Readers should participate in, not merely receive, discourse

· Focused less on the qualities of the text and more on the responses of reader, whom she wanted to steer away from being persuaded unawares.

· She criticized NC for its treatment of literary works as self-contained aesthetic objects.

· She rejected the “efferent stance” of making reading a process of deriving correct answers. She wanted audience participation, not audience persuasion.

· Audience rhetoric – oriented toward getting all members of the rhetorical situation to trust themselves, not just to achieve writers or speaker’s goals.

Kenneth Burke

A Rhetoric of Motives

1950 – Asked how individuals identify with one another and how this relates to rhetorical motive. Identification is the search for some common ground – a method for social use of language is specific settings to form ideological alliances with others. Once identification is established individuals become consubstantial with one another. Rhetoric, then is a tool through which individuals within groups promote social cohesion.

Terministic screens: everything we perceive and process we do through sets of ideological and epistemological assumptions and biases.

Pragmatistic approach: pentad: act, agency, agent, scene, purpose. These internal relationships reveal human motivation (when does the rhetoric direct attention toward some terms and away from others?)

All language motivated, and hence rhetorical. Rhetoric merges with political, psychological, sociological, religious, aesthetic involvement of human behavior.
Definition of Man: symbol using and misusing, inventor of the negative, separated from nature by instruments of his own making, goaded by a spirit of hierarchy, rotten with perfection

Terministic screens
Stephen Toulmin
1924

The Uses of Argument (1958)

Formal logic should not be regulated as superior to probabilistic argument in established truth.

An argument = a claim based on data modified by qualifications and conditions. Warrants establish a connection between claims and data. A warrant often needs backing
All arguments depend on warrants.

1940 1960 Overview

Due to New Criticism, lit and comp had a close relationship. English Dept began to insist on literature being taught in comp courses in order to provide “content”

Communications emphasis – also a general education movement that tried to promote breadth of liberal learning with specialization. 

1960’s Overview

Characterized by Classic Rhetoric, Writing Process, Authentic Voice
Comp specialists began looking to classical texts – several pre-modern documents on rhetoric were published. Renewed interest in the 5 cannons of the writing process re-emphasized writing as process, not just an exercise in style. 

1966 Dartmouth College Conference – writing instruction should emphasize self-expressive uses of writing and help students shape the ideas in writing and more collaboration and process- oriented writing. 

New com. Studies searched for pedagogy to help students find authentic voice (Ken Macruve, Peter Elbow) free writing was on technique. 

Wayne Booth 

University of Chicago – wrote “The Rhetorical Stance” in 1963. Encourages the use of an authentic  rhetorical stance that balances the needs of the rhetorical situation, as opposed to “pedantic” or “Entertainer’s” stances which are too dull and showy.

Writer must have a string personal voice and a clear concept of audience. 

Richard Braddock

1963 Research in Written Composition w/ Lloyd Jones and Shoer

- one of the first texts to mark comp as a discipline on it’s own. 

- very empirical, positivistic classifactory

-makes clear distinction between being able to measure performance but not ability

Richard Weaver

1963 Language is Semiotic All uses of language are pervasive, rhetorical, and imbued with ethical values. Human utterances reflect a set of values and aim to move others to accept the image of the world in which those values apply.

To speak or write is to perform a positive ethical action.

The value of rhetoric is its goal of revealing the ethical bases of a given discourse. 

Rhetoric acts as a cultural bond or commonality. 

Rohman and Wlecke

1964 “Prewriting”

First to establish the notion of prewriting, writing and rewriting. 

Seen initially as a linear process with clear-cut stages. 

Edward P.J. Corbett

1963 “The Usefulness of Classical Rhetoric”

* The most influential voice in getting classical rhetoric back into the comp. 

* Adapts classical emphasis on the rational but also includes emotional and ethical appeals because a reaction to the work is holistic , so the rhetor must address all these aspects of the audience. 

*  Classical rhetoric offers the systemized guidance students need at each stage of the writing process – it acts as a balance to the “cult of self-expression”
James Moffett

Teaching the Universe of Discourse

1968

The first major theoretical text in the profession

He stresses the “psychological development of a child is the backbone fo the English curriculum”

Writing is a mode for personal and intellectual growth

Active Voice: The I, You, It Continuum 1989

· Noting Down: journaling

· Thinking up: fiction

· Thinking over: editorial, thesis

· Looking back: memoir

· Looking into: profile, investigation

Michel Foucault
1969 Archeology of Knowledge
Follows Nietzsche in attacking the idea that language is the passive conveyer of knowledge. Discourse is part of the network of knowledge and power, shaped by disciplines and institutions with their complex interactions and motivations. Authority to speak about certain kinds of knowledge comes from institutional certification. Language is intentional, powerful, and caught up in the creation of knowledge and its uses. Language does not simply represent pre-existing reality or even one’s thoughts: truth is determined by discourse practices of community.
Jaques Derrida

Of Grammatology

He looks at binary pairs which are always built into structuralism = the structure of language produces reality and an individual’s experience or being is determined by language systems, the structure creates meaning; not the individual self.

Deconstructionist: find a binary opposition and show how each term, rather than being a polar opposite of its paired term, is actually a part of it. Then the structure that kept them apart collapses.

In Of Grammatology, Derrida looks at the way binary opposites in speech and writing – speech is always seen as more important. Speech gets privileged because it’s associates with presence – it guarantees the existence of the self who is speaking. Presence (speech) is favored over writing (absence) – logocentrism. He deconstructs this binary opposition. Development of language occurs through interplay of speech and writing.

Grammatology is a method of investigation the origin of language which enables our concepts of writing to become more broadened and profound.
James Kinneavy
1969 “The Basic Aims of Discourse”

There is an overlap in the aims of discourse – it can be used expressively, persuasively, referentially, and aesthetically.  The study of these aims is the purpose of a liberal arts traditions with composition as the foundation.

1971 A Theory of Discourse
Four types of discourse

	1. referential: to inform
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	2. literary : to be beautiful
	

	3. persuasive : to persuade
	

	4. expressive: to express
	


1970s Overview
Process emphasized over product: students will learn standard English more easily if they’re allowed to write some in their home language (“Students Right to Their Own Language”, adopted by CCCC in 1974). Comp/Rhet doctoral programs begin to form. There was a call for the entire academic community to help with the WAC movement – education students and faculty from all disciplines about the conventions of academic discourse and the range of activities involved in composing.
Janet Emig

1971 The Composing Process of Twelfth Graders
- She used a case study approach and composing aloud protocol to document what happens when writers compose. This was ground breaking because previous studies just looked at comp textbooks or statements made by professional writers. She believed that researchers should study the student writers at work.

- She identified 2 types of writing: extensive (school sponsored) and reflexive (self-sponsored). She also emphasized a recursive process model (as opposed to linear prewrite-write-rewrite)

Bahktin

Theory of dialogism: offers a way to view teaching as a communicative act facilitated through a dialogic interaction between speaker, subject, and listener. Out of this interaction come an utterance that is inherently responsive in nature. Language does not hold meaning itself: meaning emerges from dialogic communication.
The speaker must appropriate language and adapt it to his own semantic and expressive intention before it will have meaning.
Donald Murray

1972 “Teach Writing as a Process, Not Product”

Urges teachers to approach the writing process as one of discovery through language (he was a big expressionist). The role of the student is not to strive for correct prose, but to make meaning in order to reveal the truth to himself and to share it with others. Role of teacher is to provide adequate time and a nurturing environment in which the student can write, and to teach the three stages of the process: prewriting, writing, rewriting.

*Link to Neel: instead of teaching finished writing we should teach unfinished writing

10 Implications of Process over Product:

1. the course’s text is the student’s own writing

2. students find their own subject

3. students use their own language

4. write as many drafts as necessary

5. use any form that will help student communicate best

6. mechanics come last

7. time to begin is set as well as time to end

8. examination of choices taken and not taken

9. work at their own pace

10. no rules, no absolutes, just alternatives

Witte and Faigley
“Coherence, Cohesion and Writing Quality”

Building on Halliday and Hasan’s concept of cohesive ties

Use cohesive ties as t-units to proves that higher quality writing has larger t-units
Peter Elbow

Writing Without Teachers

1973: He adopted Macrone’s method of freewriting but presented the method as practical advice for writing spontaneously, not as a way of discovering the truth. Writing is an organic, developmental process in which you start writing before you know what your meaning and encourages your words to change and evolve. Only at the end will you know what you want to say.

Expressionist: writing is for the self before it’s for an audience.

Embracing Contraries 1987
Conflict between teaching roles

Everyone can speak with clarity and power if: the topic is of personal importance AND there is a feeling of exigency, urgent occasion
Arthur Applebee

Tradition and Reform in the Teaching of English 1974

· He attempts to paint a broad picture of the movements and eras in the history of English instruction

· Admits that the study of English leans toward literature since “that’s what has taken up the largest portion of teacher’s time, energy and enthusiasm”

· More of an attempt at historical reporting than interpreting

Donald Graves

1975

Showed that young children can write and their writing processes do not necessarily follow linear logic as in textbooks. He found patterns and developmental shifts. His methodology was case study, text analysis, and naturalistic observation and endorses case study as a method for future study.

Mina Shaughnessy

1976 “Diving In”
Teachers, not students, need to move through developmental stages such as 

1. Guarding the Tower: in which teachers protect the academy from unworthy students

2. Converting the Natives: in which worthy students can be taught academic writing

3. Sounding the Depths: in which teachers begin to reflect on their student’s processes and her own practices

4. Diving In: in which the teacher becomes a student f her students so she may best know how to teach them.

Errors and Expectations 1977
The basic writer can learn and wants to improve hr skills. Errors made are often based on assumptions about language, so they are logical in their own way. Basic writers are unaccustomed to writing and are generally also nonreaders. She directs teachers to help students decipher their own codes of error by tracing the reasoning behind error. Teacher can help students write better by helping them gather and formulate solid ideas and opinions before they begin to write.
-“Deal” between writer and reader

-Errors cause prejudice in reader
Louise Rosenblatt

The Reader, The Text, The Poem: Transactional Theory of Literary Work 1978

Two types of reading. 

1. Efferent: reader focused on building public meaning to take away from the reading (reading for information)

2. Aesthetic: reader focuses on what is lived through the reading (reading for pleasure)

Not ever interpretation is valid. The transaction involved both the reader and the text; a valid reading cannot contradict the text; and should have a clear basis in the text.
Frank D’Angelo

“An Ontological Basis for a Modern Theory of the Composing Process” 1978

-the composing process is a movement from the undifferentiated to the differentiated whole – it is nothing less than a microcosm of the evolution of human consciousness

- rhetoric mirrors the process of composition; rhetoric is a process of moving distinct individuals toward unity into a cooperative wholeness of mankind
Coherence/ Cohesion-

In “The Grammar of Coherence,” from a 1970 issue of College English, W. Ross Winterowd equates coherence with form. In fact, Winterowd suggests form is synonymous coherence. The three levels of coherence, case relationships, syntax, and transitions, manifest themselves as internal sets of relationships in discourse. In other words, they appear as the form of the writing. Where coherence comes from the ability to make sensible statements and to interrelate them in ways that achieve one’s purposes, cohesion is the tying together of sentences in text by means of conjunctions, pronouns, and definite articles
Sondra Perl—

"The Composing Processes of Unskilled College Writers" 1979

Seeks an analysis of writing processes that is systematic and replicable.  She attempts to draw conclusions about the nature of composing in order to increase understanding about the efficacy of the way writing is taught in schools.  She established a graphic model of the writing process to sequence of code-able behaviors.  Her main finding:  the composing process is recursive. 

1980—Students need to ask "what's missing?" from their writing and need to wait to let a felt sense of what's missing form, then write out more of that sense.  She calls this retrospective structuring.  Projective structuring is the ability to craft what you want to say so that others will understand—writers need to put themselves in the role of the reader to do this.  Felt Sense
Linda Flower and John Hayes—

"A Cognitive Process Theory of Writing" 1980

Proposed a cognitive model of writing that tracks the decisions writers make as they write.  Writing is a set of thinking processes which are hierarchically organized (although often layered) and driven by goals.  They used protocol-analysis (thinking aloud).  

Their model illustrates the rhetorical problem writers create for themselves when trying to make meaning.  Good writers respond to all aspects of the rhetorical problem. Their model is highly complex, recursive and goal-driven.  Doesn't tell how text is actually produced and assures a uniform process for all writers.
Flower and Hayes 2
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Nancy Sommers—

"Revision Strategies of Student Writers and Experienced Adult Writers" 1980

She critiques James Britton's model of the writing process as too linear:  conception, incubation, production—modeled on speech.  She uses a case study approach based on revised texts and post-revision interviews to examine student and experienced writers.  Inexperienced writers equate revision with a rewording strategy (lexical changes).  They lack a set of strategies to help them identify the semantic changes they sensed they needed for the whole essay.  The experienced writers used revision to find a framework, pattern, or design for their argument.  They saw revision as recursive. 

Most recently, she has been involved in the four-year longitudinal study at Harvard which tracks the experiences of a freshman class. 

James Britton—

"The Spectator Role and the Beginnings of Writing"  and The Development of Writing Abilities 1982

Three functions of writing: 1) transactional—informative, meant to get a job done; 2) expressive—self-expressive, writing for discovery; 3) poetic—language as constructed for its own sake. 

Writing emanates from the expressive and is transformed into poetic or transactional. 

Ann Berthoff—

The Making of Meaning:  Metaphors, Models and Maxims for Writing Teacher 1981

· The purpose of theory is to guide the teacher in defining purpose, and theory must emerge from a reflective practice. 

· Educational research is pointless unless it's applicable to practice and formulated by teachers.

· Her theory of imagination supports her practice of writing as a process of meaning-making.  Imagination=mind, which includes affective and cognitive domains.  Perception is never separated from emotion to creativity.  

· She draws from I.A. Richards, who considers language to be the supreme organ of the mind's self-ordering growth. 

· Writing=mode of learning through the process of discovery.  Composing is complex and recursive and is a means of discovering what we want to say. 

· Teaching composition is a dialectical process involving conversation and question-posting.

· Teachers should use metaphors, models, and maxims that will serve to remind the teacher about her own philosophy. 

· Example of metaphor: paragraph is like a gathering hand that has a different grip and function to accommodate content. 

· Example of model: double helix as a model of the writing process. 

· Example of maxim: a powerful statement that can be unpacked—"How do I know what I mean until I hear what I say?" 
James Berlin—

"Contemporary Composition:  The Major Pedagogical Themes" 1982

Teachers need to be aware of their theoretical foundations since teachers pass onto their students a way of experiencing the world. 

Four Themes: 

Classicists (Aristotelians):  reality can be known and communicated, w/ language serving as a medium of discourse.  Rhetoric=finding the means necessary to persuade the audience of the truth.  Truth is located in the rational operation of the mind.  Edward P.J. Corbett

Current –Traditionalists (postitivists): originated in textbooks of A.S. Hill, Genung, Campbell and Blair with Common Sense Realism.  Truth is knowable and discovered through induction, experimental method.  Campbell and Blair:  distinction between dialectic as discipline of learned discourse and rhetoric as discipline of popular discourse is destroyed.  Rhetoric becomes the study of all forms of communication.  Truth is discovered outside of rhetoric, then rhetoric adapts the discourse to the audience (developing skill in arrangement and style).  Discourse is organized according to the faculties to which is appeals. 

Platonic (Expressionists): truth is discovered through internal apprehension a private vision of the world.  Truth can be learned but not taught.  Writing is a personal activity—expression of unique voice.  Self is the source of contact.  Dialectic w/others to get rid of what's untrue to self.  Macrorie, Stewart, ?

New Rhetoric (Epistemic): rhetoric is a means of arriving at the truth.  Truth is dynamic and dialectical between writer/audience/reality/language.  Language embodies and generates truth.  Berthoff, Moffett, Flower, Lunsford.
Transactional Rhetoric

1. Objective theories: based on positivist epistemology. Real is in material world: truth is what can be measured and observed.

2. Subjective theories: truth is in the individual

3. Transaction theories: truth is made in interaction of communication, relationship between subject, object, and audience
George Dillon—

Constructing Texts: Elements of a Theory of Composition and Style 1981

· Reading and writing connection:  when a person writes, she can only guide, not determine, a reader's construction of meaning.  

· Dillon rejects E.D. Hirsch's argument that reading is like listening and writing like speaking, and that small units of discourse should be self-contained, self-explanatory and not have ot rely on context.  Writer should be able to extract meaning on the sentence level (Hirsch). . Dillon argues that the writer should be cognizant of the way in which the reader comprehends the flow of ideas to attach new information to known information. 

· Dillon believes that only through schemata (ideas or models of orders, patterns of coherence in discourse) can writers communicate effectively.  However, they must first begin with content and then find the schemata to communicate it.  The writers shapes meaning carefully as she imagines a reader who will begin with some background knowledge and need guidance to understand new ideas. 

· Dillon rejects the cognitivist attempt to form a model of the writing process—theories of discourse must view language as human action and impossible to formalize within a system. 

· Students must be taught to project the experience of readers so that the writer can know how to shape the experience of reading the text. 

Maxine Hairston—

“The Winds of Change: Thomas Kuhn and the Revolution in the Teaching of Writing.” 1982 Identifies a paradigm shift from current-traditional to writing as recursive instead of linear, writing as process and not just product. 

· Thomas Kuhn (1963) developed the concept of paradigm shift=replacement of one conceptual model by another.  These shifts are disruptive and revolutionary and only occur when the number of unsolved problems in a discipline reaches crisis proportions. 

· Hairston defend current-traditional writing as expository writing that posits an unchanging reality independent of the writer; neglects invention and makes style most important; assumes writers know what they want to say before they write and just need a form to fit the content into.  Linear conception of writing process.  Teaches style, correctness, organization. 

· Paradigm shift apparent b/c of research on composing process—finds that writing is recursive and an act of discovery.

Miller

1991 Textual Carnivals

We should study upper level courses to truly understand how students write.
Mullin, Joan and Wallace, Ray
· 1994 – Intersections: Theory-Practice in the Writing Center

· Whole language theory allows writer and tutor to process info. Using all language arts simultaneously
· Christina Murphy warns against wholesale use of social constriction pedagogy – the individual is not holly constructed by social experience and the cultural moment.  There is also an individual subjective experience which is highly symbolic and not predetermined by culture.
· Research of centers should move away from “linear analytic methods” to ethnographic-triangulated.
· Tutors can provide a transition for students from other cultures so they can succeed in the academic environment.  We do not teach students, we help them learn by themselves.
· Feminist theory in regard to the ethical relationship between student and tutor - centers use student-centered, active learning as a way of democratizing education.
· Tutoring is a translative process, one that enables both tutors and students to think and act differently as writers.
· Overall: collaborative relationships form text.
Graff, Harvey J.

· 1995- The Labyrinths of Literacy

· Literacy is tied to historical context, although many manipulate the work “literacy” for derogatory effect.
· We overvalue literacy (as “functional” skills necessary for survival, an index of the conditions of civilization, etc.) and remove it from its social cultural context.
· The definition of literacy should serve comparatively across time and space.
· Literacy is = a technology or set of techniques for communications and for decoding/producing written/printed materials.
· Literacy requires understanding or precise, historically specific material and cultured contexts.
· Power literacy is over-emphasized: major steps forward in trade, commerce, industry took place in some periods and places with low levels of literacy: high levels have not proved to be stimulants for modern economic development.
· Mass schooling = social stability = inculcation of morals, development of work habits suitable for factor and commercial capitalism.  Literacy was not a goal (it was dangerous isolated from its moral basis).
· Graff believes the purpose of literacy is to integrate society and foster progress by instilling guidelines for correct behavior.
· Educating for responsibility and social change requires much more emphasis or critical and independent thinking than public schooling has ever allowed.
· He endorsed critical thinking requires a broadly based literacy that connects critical thinking with critical reading and writing in politics, economics, and social relations.
· The retention and uses of literacy depend on the context of the environment and opportunities available to people to use heir literacy skills. Also dependent on transformations in social structures and ideology of leaders.
Brodkey, Linda
· 1996 – Writing Permitted in Designated Areas Only

· She examines the ways in which difference can and must be considered when interpreting experience in order than theoretical and pedagogical pursuits not reinforce or reproduce the hegemonic structures in the academy and society.
· Middle-class practices have been naturalized (deemed common sense) and this has caused problems in student writing because they have negatively affected the attitudes students have toward writing.
· Learning to write comes from wanting to write – if the valued reading and writing practices are rigid and stifling, students look on college writing as a burden.
· Writing is not a solitary act, it’s a social act, but the romanticized image of the solitary writer causes resistance to process such as revision and sharing.
· Difference works to challenge the incorrect assumption that form and context are separate: grammar, style and rhetoric are part of the production and reception of knowledge: language conveys and constructs ideas and reality.
Haas, Christina
· 1996 – Writing Technology: Studies on the Materiality of Literacy

· New technology are material embodiments of our culture
· Myths: technology is transparent and all-powerful
· She calls for professional interaction across disciplinary and institutional lines in order to understand the symbiotic relationship between writing and the material technologies of production.
· In her own empirical studies she looks at writers’ online reading problems, the effects of work processing on planning and writers’ perception of their digital texts.
· Scholars and educators shape technology; comp. technology is not an independent agent or unique to human history.  She historicizes (places computer literacy technology into historical context) and theorizes (views literacy technologies through embodied practice).
Crowley, Sharon
· 1998 – Composition in the University: Historical and Polemical Essays

· Stance against humanist-based theory of comp, which privileges the teaching of literature in freshman composition.  Abolitionist view: freshman comp is unnecessary.  It’s a humanist effort to propel the middle class above the common classes thru the acquisition of task and correct language usage.  Freshman comp was created at Harvard for those who failed entrance exam – it was a punishment meant to put students’ writing errors on display and measure them against Harvard standards.  Correctness = character.  Same purpose of FC today!  A goal of correct form to teach fluency in Standard English to distinguish them from the lower classes.
· Humanists pedagogical base = c/t (literacy canon). Doesn’t deal with public, political discourse.  Process pedagogy was absorbed by current-traditionalism (pre-writing became a way to choose a topic and narrow a theme to produce an academic essay).
· Abolish! FC not attached intellectually to any other feature of the curriculum.  Comp. theorists should be committed to understanding and teaching public discourse and that writing must happen in a genuine rhetorical context.
· Pedagogy emerges from the politics of the institution.
· 3 types of teachers: Conservative (want students to fit in with currently established cultural rites and institutional); liberal-humanist (want students to be individually empowered; leftist (want to alert students to the oppressive and debilitating means by which their culture defines them – so they can change it) (That’s Crowley)
· F/C cannot be this revolutionary because it’s a gatekeeper course.
Flower, Linda
· 1994 – The Construction of Negotiated Meaning:  A Social Cognitive Theory of Writing

· A literate act is an individual constructive act that does not merely invoke or participate in a literate practice but embeds such practices and conventions within a personally meaningful, goal-directed use of literacy.
· Literacy is an action, a move within a discourse practice, and “becoming literate” depends on knowledge of social conventions and on individual problem-solving.  Students should be taught thru practice and experience within the discourse community.
Selfe, Cynthia
· 1999 – Technology and Literacy in the 21st Century:  The Importance of Paying Attention

· We need to be aware of the political, governmental, capitalistic, and ideological forces that shape our culture’s connections with literacy – we (educators) need to be agents of change toward a culture of technology critics.
· Increasing the quality and quantity of technology in our schools will not solve educational and societal problems.
· Children
Hawisher and Selfe

1999 Passions, Pedagogies, and the 21st Century

- Baron: “Pencils to Pixels”: computers are just another writing technology

- Sloan: “Haunting story of J” Foucault’s genealogy applied to technology, medial haunting
- Sosnoski: “Hyper-Readers and their Reading Engines” : filtering, skimming, pecking, imposing, filming, trespassing, de-authorizing, fragmenting

- Vielstemmig “Petals on a Wet Black Bough” multi-vocal, new essay

- Cooper: “Postmodern Possibilities in Electronic Classrooms” power relations in online discussions
Johanek

Composing Research 2000

Comp studies must turn to quantitative research if we’re to be taken seriously
Fulkerson
4 Philosophies of Composition

1. Expressive: emphasize writer

2. Mimetic: emphasize correspondence with reality

3. rhetorical: emphasizes effect on reader

4. Formalist: emphasizes traits internal to the work

Jasper Neel

Plato, Derrida and Writing 1988

Writing as messy, dialectic, record of thought

Brodkey

Writing Permitted in Designated Areas Only 1996

Education for liberation, participation in democracy

Sturken and Cartwright
2001 Practices in Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture

Images are interpreted through experience, context etc

Looking is not a passive act
Bolter, Jay David
· 2001 – Writing Space: Computers, Hypertext, and the Remediation of Print

· We have a cultural encyclopedic impulse, but technology now causes us to expect structures of information and knowledge to be temporary and contingent, hierarchical, associative – the web as a cultural encyclopedia.
· Text (semiotic) is subordinate to graphics (visual). This changes our traditional cultural orientation to alphabetic writing-desire for the natural sign (like emotions) (icons)
· Remediation of print – digital technologies have caused a traumatic remediation in the history of Western writing
· Reader and writer dislocation has been common and the cultural, economic, and there are great pedagogical implications of the change in emphasis from permanent, “monumental” and stable forms of literacy technologies to digital modes that are essentially ephemeral.
· Traditional linear – hierarchical writing is giving way to new hypertextual or networked forms underlying associational or networked thinking processed that writing depends on for coherence and meaning.
Gunther Kress

2001 Literacy and New Media

· Visual rhetoric: studies visuals as rational expressions of cultural meaning

· Onscreen text is much more visual than printed text

Wysocki

2004 Writing in New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the Teaching of Composition

 The media in which a text is presented changed the way we understand it (see Rossenblatt’s print setting concept)

New Media: text where materiality is forefront
Analytic Scoring-

An analytic scoring guide is a holistic evaluation device, such as the Diedrich General Merit and Mechanics Scale, wherein scoring is based on a preset list of features or characteristics of writing in particular modes. The list, for instance, could range from four to ten or twelve, with each feature described in some detail along the scoring line. Points do not necessarily relate to grades. Peter Elbow, who has investigated the debilitating effect of the grading process on voice, has developed criterion-based assessment which takes analytical scoring a step further. Specifically, students must complete things on a scale to move to the next level of the scale, which does equate to a grade.

ANOVA-

Analysis of Variance in statistics is a key tool in composition research: the procedures for testing hypotheses about the equality of population means. ANOVA enables researchers to isolate the effects of multiple variables in a complex research design. Because of this, more than a single control or a single experimental group or independent variable can be included in one study. This can lead to triangulation, reliability, and validity.

Banking concept

In reaction to the “banking concept” of education Freire saw with non-literate Brazilian learners he worked with, where students—like people walking up to a teller to get money—passively receive their “knowledge,” Freire suggests a problem-posing model of education which allows students to turn their own experiences into subject matter. Knowledge is not a gift that should be given, nor should only the privileged have access to learning. In this model Freire pushes for “critical consciousness,” digestive literacy (to know is to eat), individuality, and building small communities. In fact, the remedy to the banking concept of education is that literacy is not the ability to read and write but to look critically at culture and see how it shapes life and how individuals transform it. In Pedagogy of Oepressed (1970) Freire writes that “every educational practice implies a concept of man and the world.” Students and teachers should seek life long learning together. We must read the world before we read the word.

Basic writer

The term basic writer became widely known in the mid–1970s “back to basics” movement and replaced the terms remedial, intellectually deficient, and developmental writer. This semantic evolution inspired new research and enthusiasm for meeting the needs of under-prepared students and the notion of “error,” especially in light of open admissions policies at CUNY and other institutions. Basic writers have been described as beginners (Shaughnessy, Errors and Expectations), as students from highly oral traditions with little or deficient writing experience (Troyka), and as writers who are simply unskilled with academic discourse communities (Bartholomae). Basic writers are unfortunately often defined by what they don’t do (Petrosky), and are often writer-based writers as opposed to reader-based writers (Berthoff and Lunsford). With this back to basics movement the study of composition and the “interlanguage” of writers attempting to make meaning received a flourishing of research.
Communication triangle Contemporary rhetoric-

Aristotle’s emphasis of the importance of ethos, pathos, and logos as artistic and persuasive proofs has given way to the most important element of the writer/speaker-reader/hearer-text/speech triangle: audience. Theorists and rhetoricians such as I.A. Richards and James Kinneavy use Aristotle’s emphasis and audience to suggest that all writing situations—indeed all communicative situations—evolve around the communication triangle. Richards’ “aims of discourse” focus toward specific elements of the triangle, Booth’s “rhetorical stance” is to balance voice, subject, and audience (the triangle), and Berlin points out how all underlying epistemologies stem from this interaction of (Aristotelian) motives. With the increased attention (again) to the canon of delivery at conferences such as CCCC and C&W, and in current journals, however, in the dawning of the interactive age, a fourth concept from Aristotle’s time, kairos, may impact our future understanding of the triangle. It is possible that a more three-dimensional conceptual modal of the triangle better explains how we engage in meaning making today, multi-modally.

Correlation-

A correlation is the measure of the extent to which scores on one variable are related to scores on a second variable. Correlation, importantly, does not imply direct causation. For instance, even though both variables consistently may rise, one doesn’t necessarily rise because of its steady correlation with the other variable.

Cultural Studies-

Theorists like the influential anthropologist Clifford Geertz and social critic Raymond Williams have made large impacts in cultural studies that have seeped into the field of composition. Cultural studies attempts to foreground students’ situations as writers within social, cultural, economic, and political contexts. Thus, cultural studies in the classroom often include images and texts of popular culture as objects of analysis. Further, cultural studies often attempt to become cross-cultural studies as a means of offering students new reflective tools.  Diana George and John Trimbur and James Berlin have been influential in appropriating cultural studies to composition studies.

Cyborg Writing

Kathryn Hales defines the cyborg in relation to literature while Donna Haraway seems to make a better case calling composition students “cyborgs.”  Haraway defines the cyborg as a cybernetic organism, a hybrid of machine and organism, a creature of social reality as well as a creature of fiction.  Social reality is lived social relations, our most important political construction, a world- changing fiction.  The cyborg is a matter of fiction and lived experience that changes what counts as women’s lived experience in the late twentieth century.  Cyborg Writing has emerged in the field of composition because of the increase in technological advances in the composition classroom.  Distance education teachers rarely see their students face to face and find themselves sometimes teaching in a “fiction,” meaning there is really no way to tell if the students are really there or if they have used their mechanical aspect to outwit the instructor.  The problem is sometimes that students who write in this environment have troubles simply learning to use the machine.  Cyborg writing explicitly is pre-eminently the technology of cyborgs, etched surfaces of the late twentieth century.  Cyborg politics is the struggle for language and the struggle against perfect communication, against the one code that translates all meaning perfectly, the central dogma of phallogocentrism.  Cyborg writing is about the power to survive, not on the basis of original innocence, but on basis of seizing the tools to mark the world that marked them as other.

Dialogism-

Mikhail Bakhtin popularizes the term “Dialogics” in the 20th century.  Compositionists like Kay Halsek, Frank Farmer, and Don Biolostosky have appropriated Bahktin’s term: Dialogics to composition.  To most compositionists the term means any collaborative action/speech/writing, etc can be considered: “Dialogic.”  However, Halasek reminds us that the term Dialogic is not about “Dialogue” per se.  To Bakhtin the term meant much more.  His term Heteroglossia (multi-meaning making words) demonstrates how wordd can mean many things.  Biolostotsky says it best when he says words and speech genres are like knowing what sort of card to buy for what sort of person on what sort of occasion with what sort of message.  Dialogics then though loosely used to mean collaborative action as a word coined by Bakhtin who meant the term to demonstrate the poly-vocality of language and its use among members of any given society.  Michael Holoquist writes extensively about Bakhtin and his intent for the word “Dialogism.” 

Deconstruction-

Deconstruction is the post-structuralist theory put forth by Jacque Derrida that literature continually subverts its own apparent claim to establish a definitive meaning. Language, by its very nature, is dichotomous and logocentric. To get to the real meaning of things, the Platonic absolute, opposites must continually review their counterparts in order to attempt to uncover the “ultimate signified.” And because every reader plays a role in any text’s meaning, writing is always already being deconstructed, even as it is creating. Focault’s Archeology of Knowledge and Paul de Man’s work, however, suggests that deconstruction is not destruction of text, it’s a dialectical exchange that in itself creates meaning by unraveling tacit social constructions.

Discourse Analysis-

In “Connecting Cognition and Context in Composition” Schriver emphasizes the need for the awareness of the community via discourse analysis. One must know the inside/outside (Delattre: “The Insider”). As Lunsford, Moglen, and Slevin point out in their edited collection The Right to Literacy, analyzing ideological stances is a much (Cynthia Selfe more recently reminds us we must always “pay attention”) in order to re-discover and make apparent the tacit affect of discourse communities on members of various subcultures. Typically, discourse analysis involves the coding of transcripts in order to classify patterns. As such, it is initially an inductive research method.

Discourse Community-

At the root of Bizzell’s “Cognition, Convention, and Certainty,” Bruffee’s “Collaboration and the ‘Conversation of Mankind’” (based on Kuhn “Structure of Scientific Revolutions”), and Barthomae and Petrosky’s Facts, Artifacts, and Counterfacts is persuasion. Persuasion, of course, necessarily depends on audience, and because audiences are as manifold as subcultures, there are many different “best” ways of communicating in different communities. The difference between a discourse community and a “writer-speech community” is that the former is created and the latter you are born into. A discourse community is a group of people sharing beliefs, values, and knowledge so that they can communicate effectively with one another. We signal membership in a community by what we say and how. A surer sign is what we know to leave unsaid because readers can infer or take for granted as common knowledge. When you enter one community (Soliday and Brodkey on literacy narratives) you lose some of another. Discourse never stands alone: it is within a context (Schriver: “Connecting Cognition and Context in Composition”). Elbow, of course, suggests that there are too many discourse communities causing such diversity of thinking and writing that we can’t know what “academic discourse” is.

“Embracing Contraries”-

Peter Elbow’s Embracing Contraries (1986) suggests the view that teachers must play both the roles of ally and gatekeeper in classes. That is, through making criterion clear at the beginning of the course, students see what is required of them from the academy. The teacher can also, then, seek strategies which may enable students to uncover their own voice. Elbow suggests in “How to Get Power through Voice” this come through reading aloud, freewriting, and playing with others’ voices. The key to embrace both the needs of the community and the needs of the self is conviction.

Ethnography-

Ethnography is a research methodology closely associated with the anthropologic “thick description” work of Clifford Geertz in Interpretation of Cultures. The researcher becomes part of the community or culture being studied, and is part of the product of systematic observations, case studies or histories, interviews, etc. One example is Shirley Brice Heath’s study Ways With Words. This was a ten-year study of two communities in the Carolina Piedmonts, examining “language, life, and work in communities and classrooms.”

Environmental Mode-

Of the natural, presentation, individual, and environmental, Hillocks’ “The Need for Interdisciplinary Studies on the Teaching of Writing” (1989) and earlier work on the “environmental mode” of instruction has in more recent scholarship proven to be the most effective pedagogical method of instruction. This mode incorporates elements of the presentational (some lecturing or presenting), the natural (creating a conducive environment), but enables students to engage in authentic problem-solving group work. Learning occurs, according to Hillocks, when learners work together on specific problems. Scholars like Bruffee and Buck are also “environmental mode” advocates.

Experimental Design-

Essentially, experimental design involves studying two things which have one or more variables differentiated. There are true, quasi, and meta-analysis experiments. With true experiments, subjects are selected by randomization. The researcher actively intervenes systematically to change or withhold or apply treatments to determine effects. With quasi-experiments, groups or subjects are not randomized. Pretests and other statistical analysis techniques, then, are needed in order to provide valid and reliable results. Meta-analysis experiments examine the cumulative effects of many experiments to extend and generalize conclusions about causality. Different experiments can be compared through the use of their relative z-scores.

External validity-

External validity is the ability to generalize the findings of a study to a larger population. For example, if I discover something about how my students revise, what triangulated data do a need to validate these findings to others’ classes?

Internal Validity-

Internal validity is the assurance that found outcomes are in fact the result of a treatment rather than of extraneous factors or uncontrolled variables.
Foucault-

Foucault published The Order of Things, Discipline and Punish, The Archelogy of knowledge, as well as other s.  He is most known for a concept he has called “Discursive formation.”  Foucault uses discursive formation as a replacement for “episteme.”  For Foucault knowledge and discursive practices are inseparable.  Foucault uses “discourse” as the plural for statement. A statement is the basic unit of discursive formation.  The statement is a set of signs, symbols to which a status of knowledge can be ascribed.  The statement is not the same as the sentence—governed by grammatical rules—or a proposition—governed by the rules of logic; it is governed by epistemological rules.  There are 3 governing rules for Foucault’s Discursive formation: 1) rules that control the fact that something is able to be talked about (there are some rules that tell us NOT to talk about something) 2) rules that concern not what IS talked about, but who is allowed to speak and write. 3) rules that concerns the form that concepts and theories must assume to be accepted as knowledge in the discourse.  Foucault recognized that only particular individuals in powerful social positions get to contribute to knowledge and thus control language and the actions of others.  Foucault died of Aids in 1984.

Heuristics-

Generally, heuristics is a method of solving problems, a series of steps or questions aimed at solving a problem. There are many examples throughout composition history. For instance, Burke’s pentad; Young, Becker, and Pike’s tagmeemic matrix of particle, wave, and field; and Aristotle’s topoi. Further, Lauer’s essay, “Heuristics and Composition,” suggests psychological faculties are necessary when creating heuristics and Ann Berthoff, conversely, argues that problem-solving through use of the faculties only is too limiting and rule-driven.

Holistic Scoring-

Holistic scoring is a guided procedure for sorting or ranking written pieces. This enables student placing, scoring, or ranking to occur quickly. The rater often goes on general impressions, after having practiced and calibrated with other readers. Norming sessions might entail using samples from each level of essay (1-4, for instance), and the samples then act as guides for the scoring of the other papers. Holistic scoring is often used in portfolio and other authentic means of assessing.
Implied  Reader-

Perelman and Hirsch suggest that an implied reader or audience is one that is imagined by the audience before the composing of the piece. The writer attempts to predict the audience’s reaction (through Burkean identification) to his or her writing).

Interpretive Community-

Stanley Fish’s concept of the “interpretive community,” as put forth in his Is There a Text in This Class (1980) and the earlier Interpretive Communities, is similar to that of a “discourse community.” Specifically, the notion of interpretive community rests on the fact that reading and discourse strategies are guided by larger group associations individuals identify with. Fish’s idea is strongly criticized by Robert Scholes and other scholars as largely ignoring the complexities of simultaneously identifying with various groups (which is Peter Elbow’s disagreement with Bartholomew’s notion of “academic discourse communities”), and that Fish’s concept places too much interpretive power in the hands of the group rather than in the individual. 

I-You-It-

In Teaching the Universe of Discourse James Moffett suggests that the structure of discourse is set in the relationship between I-You-It (the rhetorical triangle transformed). In line with the scholarship surrounding faculty psychology, the I-You-It suggests parallel relationships between people’s personal intellectual development (if too much “I” is apparent, the writer could be more egocentric in his or her intellectual development, etc.).

Knowledge Transforming Model-

In The Psychology of Written Composition (1987) Bereiter and Scardamalia suggest that knowledge telling is based on the normal language skills of communication. It is based on what students already know, providing limited cues for information retrieval. That is, the topic, knowledge of the genre, and the text already produced have already been configured in a learner’s schema. Knowledge transforming allows the scheme to adapt, it allows language to play a role in the development of new knowledge and new connections. Internalized discourses help form new meaning. To get to knowledge transforming Bereiter and Scardamalia suggest having students write about subjects they don’t know so they are forced into developing knowledge transforming skills in order to relate what they do know to it (the “known-new” contract of grammar applied to thinking). 

Methods/Methodology

The editors of Methods and Methodology in Composition Research (1992), Gesa Kirsch and Pat Sullivan, point out the difference between method and methodology quite clearly: method is “a technique or way of proceeding in gathering evidence” and methodology is the “underlying theory and analysis” of research. Their book relates a history of both technique and theory in composition research in various modes; for example, Patricia Sullivan’s “Feminism and Methodology in Composition Studies.” In this text Connors discusses the historical method, Beverly Moss examines the role of the researcher in ethnography, Ruth Ray discusses action research, and Gesa Kirsch investigates methodological pluralism. Deconstructing both the methods and the methodologies researchers use, as we examine other studies as well as our own, is absolutely necessary in reflective, valid, and reliable research.
Mike Rose-

Mike Rose studied attitudinal/behavioral problem, writer’s block, accessibility to higher education, and deconstructs linguistic binds surrounding current remediation. He points to concerns over pseudo–definitions of literacy, and writes much about the place of writing in higher education. Rose wants students to cross educational boundaries to create inhabitable living spaces within literacy. His four-tiered plan to do this includes: 1. Make sure patterns/strategies and real (fits with Friere); 2. Create a meaningful context for their use; 3. Teach schemata as strategies as well as structure (process); and 4. Sequence the schemata appropriately, building off of previous ones (Bartholomae).  Rose often relies on the power of invitation, the teacher as councilor, offering personal touch. This is quite evident in Lives on the Boundary and its sequel, Possible Lives.
Multimodality (Methodological Pluralism)

Using multiple research methodologies, as a way to gain a broader perspective on a particular research inquiry, offers a greater chance for triangulation and internal/external validation and reliability. Gesa Kirsch, in “Methodological Pluralism” from Methods and Methodology in Composition Research (1992) advocates the multimodal research “levels of inquiry” proposed by Bereiter and Scardamalia: 1. reflective inquiry; 2. empirical variable testing; 3. text analysis; 4. process description; 5. theory embedded experimentation; and 6. (computer) simulation. Research methods and methodologies have holes that multimodal research may help to fill. Case studies, for example, attempt to persuade readers with depth through close observation and through narration. But the rhetorical stance of the writer, then, is of utmost importance. In experimental research, this is less so. Perhaps creating a study which builds on both case study and experimental methodology might present a more exacting study.

Protocol Analysis-

Flower and Hayes’ protocol analysis, used in “The Pregnant Pause,” borrowed from cognitive psychologists, enables (in theory) for researchers to analyze the composing processes from the mind to the pen. Writers/participants talk aloud as they move through any of the steps in the writing process, and researchers record the utterances

Positivism-

Positivism is an epistemological view that suggests truth is objective, unconditional, and is located in the external world. Positivists (of which Plato is a sort) hold that we can know Truth. In terms of composition theory, positivism emphasizes concrete forms and rules, viewing language as a means to get to known truths. For positivists, thinking comes before writing (not during the writing process), and that thinking and language must be clear in order for truths to be conveyed. In research, positivists often use empirical methods to search for truths and causality. Positivism (an epistemology) is not, however, empiricism (a methodology).

Reflection

Reflection is the thoughtful and inventive key to the art and praxis of teaching and learning. It enables teachers and learners to synthesize, assess, reevaluate, and redirect. Bereiter and Scardemelia label reflection (“six levels of inquiry”) as that process which demonstrates how competent writers move between content and rhetorical “spaces.” As opposed to impulsive cognitive styles, reflective thinkers practice self-instruction and lifelong learning. The idea is deeply rooted: Nietzche’s philosophy of “fact” acquisition, the Cambellian hero-journey, the “known-new” contract of Martha Kolln in Rhetorical Grammar. The practice has a wide scope: from double-entry bookkeeping to metacognition. Reflection is the key to I/You/It, portfolios and authentic assessment scoring guides, and any pedagogical, administrative, and writing decision through process to arrive at further process and product.

4 Key Elements of Research
1. Paradigm: underlying philosophy/epistemology, ontology

2. Methodology: procedures and protocols used to gather data

3. Research Design: what questions do you want to answer and how?

4. Methods: data collection
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